ITALIAN   AMERICANS

want money. They have been preyed on so much by
each other."

When I tried to explain to this housekeeper in mixed
Italian and English she was all against letting me in.
She kept saying, " I don't know nothing/' and trying
to push me out of the door. So I started yelling, and
a priest came from upstairs. He first washed his hands
of it like Pontius Pilate, but I finally persuaded him
to go and find Father Congedo, who came presently,
and was like a Florentine fresco of an early Christian
saint. He is a product of the Pontifical Vatican
Seminary in Rome (Doctor of Philosophy as well as
Divinity), has been in America since 1905, and a U.S.
citizen since 1911. He was ordained in America, and
got one of his doctorates at St Joseph's Seminary, in
Yonkers. He built the Sacred Heart School, and estab-
lished the Immaculata High School, accredited by the
regents of the University of the State of New York,
the only Italian High School in the United States. I
had come to the right place, for though he was a saint,
he was obviously a practical saint and knew all the
answers. He told me there were more than three
million Italian Catholics in the United States, around
90 per cent, of the entire Italian population. They
represent, however, less than a fifth of the twenty-one
million Roman Catholics of all race origins in America,
the vast majority being Irish, German, Polish.

There are forty-five Italian Roman Catholic churches
in Greater New York, Father Congedo told me, and
about a hundred priests. There are not more than two
or three hundred Italian priests in the whole United

119